
CBCC ROADS AND TRANSPORT POLICY MATRIX [DRAFT]. 

“Transport is essential for the movement of people and goods to serve the needs of society.  It does not come, however, without its 

difficulties.” 

PRESENT SITUATION 

The Cramond and Barnton Community Council Area comprises land west of the Maybury Road and north of the Maybury Road Roundabout in 

the new and developing communities of Cammo, Barnton north of the A90 including the Barnton Park estate, Cramond and Davidson Mains 

west of Cramond Road and Quality Street.  It sits on the confluence of busy radial and circumferential routes carrying traffic between the north 

of the city and city outskirts , and the city centre and north of the city.  The area is mainly residential with a small number of local shops at 

Barnton and depends for retail on larger groups of shops in adjacent CC areas or significant retail areas in the city centre of around peripheral 

sites.  .Accordingly, the area supports a mix of locally originating trips and through traffic. The community is commercially dependant on the 

wider city and environs, with its economy interlinked with the success of the City of Edinburgh as a whole. 

Public transport facilities include an easily accessible international airport for UK and international flights, and bus services including Scottish 

regional services to the north.  Local bus penetration beyond the A90 and into the communities is somewhat restricted, with the exception of 

the No. 41 service round Cramond.  Access to Rail and Tram is remote. The role of walking and cycling is well supported for leisure purposes, 

but limited for basic transport by the lack of dedicated infrastructure. 

This situation creates a number of difficulties including congestion and delays to journeys, intermodal conflict including risks to personal safety, 

safe access for/to the constituent communities, noise intrusion and air pollution. 

The City of Edinburgh Council are advancing a number of policies within their new City Mobility Plan which could contribute to addressing many 

of  these issues, but this comes without a vision or plan to logically and sequentially implement those policies which would have a significant 

and direct beneficial effect on the community.  Arguably much of what they are currently doing is exacerbating difficulties. 

CBCC POLICY AIMS 

The Community Council would wish to support the following local policy aims, within reasonable scope which it believes to be relevant to a local 

Community Council.  In so doing it recognises the policies and legislation flowing from Central Government (UK and Scottish), Local Transport 

Partnerships (SESTRANS) and local authorities (City of Edinburgh Council).  The list and following table are not ordered in terms of priorities of 

the Community Council. 

1. Support the position of Edinburgh as an international and intranational centre for business, including tourism, commerce and the arts 

through optimising transport use on all modes whilst minimising the impacts of associated travel on the local community; 

2. Protect the local community accessibility to safe travel;  

3. Protect the local access to the strategic transport networks; and 

4. Protect the local quality of life. 



 

CBCC MEMBERS GUIDANCE MATRIX 

 

POLICY AIM 
 

ASPIRED TRANSPORT 
OUTCOMES 

PERCEIVED PROBLEMS PREFERRED 
INTERVENTION 

CITY MOBILITY PLAN 
2021-2030 (approved) 
RELEVANT POLICIES 
(see appendix 1) 

1 The capacity of the road 
network to carry people is 
maximised by optimising 
modes and by good traffic 
management. 

The road network through 
the community area will not 
support the city’s 
transportation needs with 
the current modal split 
biased toward the 
unconstrained use of cars 
for personal movement. an 
increased use of public 
transport and modal 
transfer from private 
vehicles to public transport 
express buses and the 
overall decrease of vehicles 
to is needed provide a 
closer match to 
uncongested network 
capacity; 
 

Encourage modal shift to 
local buses where this 
increases road space 
utilisation – quicker 
journeys for all.  However, 
bus lanes should only be 
installed where justified by 
overall increased efficiency 
in moving people 
irrespective of mode and 
should include active 
measures by operators to 
minimise lane occupancy 
times for pick-ups; 
 
New rural park and ride 
sites should be developed 
to reduce the number of 
cars entering the urban 
area 

 
PEOPLE 1 
 
 
MOVEMENT 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOVEMENT 9 



 Provide safe, efficient and 
effective walking and 
cycling routes 

 

There is the potential for 
road capacity to be reduced 
by inefficient use of 
carriageway space and 
junction design with the 
additional risk of traffic 
reassignment into 
residential communities 
compromising the quality of 
place. 

To maintain good access 
for travellers to the city 
centre from the north, 
promote “clearway” 
restrictions on A90 between 
Barnton and the Telford 
Road (A902)/Hillhouse 
Road (A90) junction. 
Improvements to the A90 
“through route” capacity at 
Barnton Junction for 
westbound traffic. 
Reversing the measures to 
restrict the traffic capacity 
of the A902 Maybury Road 
to reduce reassignment  
respectively through 
Cramond and through 
residential streets between 
the A90 and A8; 
 

MOVEMENT 22 
MOVEMENT 37 

2 Adequate bus services are 
provided which penetrate the 
constituent communities and 
provide frequent and quick 
travel into the city centre and 
significant peripheral areas 

The speed of bus services 
from the city centre along 
the A90 is too slow at peak 
periods due to general 
traffic congestion. 
There are no practicable 
bus routes for journeys 
between Cramond and 

See preferred interventions 
on Aim 1 above. 
The introduction of 
circumferential arterial bus 
routes between Barnton 
and Joppa; 
The introduction of bus 
routes with frequent and 

 
 
MOVEMENT 2 
 
 
 
MOVEMENT 2 



neighbouring communities 
and facilities by way of 
Maybury road, and 
circumferential destinations 
beyond 
  

reliable services to 
interconnect Cramond, 
Maybury road 
developments, the Gateway 
rail station, the Gyle and 
the airport. 
 

 The provision of active travel 
networks is ensured which 
improve the safety of walkers 
and cyclists and which are fit 
for diverse purposes such as 
leisure and commuting 

The interfaces between 
motorised transport and 
active travel can be 
ambiguous and, where 
controlled, cause 
unacceptable delays 
reducing traffic capacity 
and incurring long delays 
and where uncontrolled, 
present unacceptable 
dangers to cyclists and 
pedestrians. 

Constructively delineate 
segregation for Active travel 
modes between 
pedestrians and cyclists 
and from vehicular traffic 

MOVEMENT 23 
MOVEMENT 25 
MOVEMENT 30 

 Road, cycleway and footway 
surface quality is maintained 
as fit for purpose, having 
regard to comfort and safety 

The maintenance of our 
roads, cycleways and 
footways has been 
underfunded for a 
prolonged period and the 
surfacing quality has 
deteriorated in the face of 
climate and usage effects 
so that in and increasing 
and unacceptable number 
of areas, it is a danger to 
travellers. 

Ensure that surfaces (many 
of which are decrepit) are 
maintained as fit for 
purpose, clean, free from 
skidding risks and without 
potholes or other surface 
irregularities. 
 

MOVEMENT 24 
PLACE 7 

 Effective infection control 
measures are ensured on 
public transport 

Public Transport patronage 
remains significantly 
depressed because of the 
fear of virus spread. 

Improve the construction of   
local public service vehicles 
and their operation.  
(Ventilation, surfaces, 
internal access and egress) 

MOVEMENT 6 

3 Sufficient and safe road 
access is provided so that 
local communities can join 

Within the CBCC area, the 
use of priority junctions 
onto arterial roads serving 

Provide safe and 
practicable access for 
communities (eg Cammo, 

 



arterial roads balancing local 
convenience with the capacity 
requirements of through traffic 

communities can be 
disconcerting, difficult to 
use in the face of main road 
traffic density and speed, 
and potentially dangerous 

Barnton Park, etc) onto and 
from arterial roads A90 and 
A902; 
 

4 Local air pollution from road 
traffic is maintained within 
statutory limits 

Communities close to the 
arterial roads A90 and 
A902, and Active travellers 
experience high levels of air 
pollution principally cause 
from the combustion 
products of congested 
traffic at junctions 

Junction design should be 
improved to reduce 
congestion and queuing.  
The introduction of clean air 
cordons and road charging 
cordons around urban 
Edinburgh. 
Re-tune queue relocation 
signals north of Cramond 
Bridge to meter the flow of 
traffic entering the built up 
area and allow the more 
efficient operation of the 
Barnton Junction. 
 

 
 
 
MOVEMENT 31 
 
 
 
MOVEMENT 25 

 Noise disturbance from 
overflying aircraft is kept below 
tolerable limits 

Overflown communities 
suffer noise levels causing 
disruption to social activity 
and broken sleep patterns   

redirect domestic regional 
destination flights onto rail 
and reduce air traffic 
volume;  
Reduce non-essential night 
flights; 
Alter take off and landing 
flightpaths to move them as 
far as possible from 
densely populated 
settlements 
 

MOVEMENT 10 

 Noise disturbance from road 
Traffic is minimised 

Residents adjacent to 
arterial roads suffer 
substantial and avoidable 
noise from vehicle engines 
and exhausts, tyre road 
noise and noise from HGV 
suspension caused by 

Enforce speed limits and 
noise emissions from 
individual vehicles; 
Expedite 30mph speed limit 
on A90; 
Where arterial roads are 
resurfaced, use materials 

 



interaction with surface 
defects 

with low noise 
characteristics; 
Ensure road surfaces are 
maintained to eliminate 
potholes, and sunken 
utilities manholes are reset 
to the level of the 
surrounding surfacing.  

 Having regard to the accepted 
determinants of movement 
and place, the reassignment 
(by design, oversight or habit) 
of traffic from arterial routes 
into residential community 
areas should be resisted and 
where possible reversed 

The growth of traffic 
volumes arising from the 
development of the city and 
inter regional travel have 
resulted in the saturation of 
arterial roads and the 
displacement of traffic into 
community streets.  Busses 
are an exception to this as 
their fixed routes condemn 
them to suffering delays on 
the arterial roads. 

As aim 1 above, namely: 
Improvements to the A90 
“through route” capacity at 
Barnton Junction for 
westbound traffic. 
Reversing the measures to 
restrict the traffic capacity 
of the A902 Maybury Road 
to reduce reassignment 
respectively through 
Cramond and through 
residential streets between 
the A90 and A8; 
 

 

     

 

 

 

 

  



 



 



 



 



 


