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The Future of Cramond Campus 
Local Needs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
1 There are at least four local organisations needing pitch and related facilities 

that it will be desirable to provide at the Campus.  In alphabetical order they 
are: 

 
 Cargilfield School 
 Cramond Football Club 
 Cramond Primary School; 
 Royal High Corstorphine Cricket Club 

 
2 This paper provides a summary of these organisations’ facility needs.  It also 

highlights support within the local community for a local park for Cramond. 
 
 
Cargilfield School 
 
3 The school has around 320 pupils aged 3-13, some of whom are boarding.  

The majority come from the Edinburgh area and parents are very supportive 
of the school’s sports activities and support its teams.  It has a good range of 
sports facilities on site, including two recently completed, high quality floodlit 
artificial turf pitches for hockey (one around 70% of the adult size and the 
other smaller and also marked out for three tennis courts), and a large grass 
area used for rugby in the autumn and winter terms and cricket in summer, 
plus four cricket nets.  The school believes that provision of the artificial 
hockey pitches is one of the best things it has ever done, although they have 
reduced the space available for cricket.  Its hockey facilities are often used by 
the Scottish Under 21 girls hockey team for training. 

 
4 The most popular outdoor sports at the school are cricket and hockey and it 

does well in matches with other preparatory schools.  Its greatest current 
need is access to another grass cricket pitch, although it will be sensible for 
one wicket “strip” to have an artificial surface, so it can be used in less than 
perfect weather, and possibly some additional practice nets.  As it could not 
accommodate these facilities at the school, it will wish to use any cricket 
ground at the Campus several afternoons each week in the summer term for 
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both male and female pupils and would almost certainly also use it for U13 
matches at weekends.  These matches are well supported by parents so some 
support accommodation in the form of somewhere for them to sit if it is cold 
and space to serve match teas for players will be desirable, and of course 
toilets will be essential.  However, there will be no need for changing 
accommodation or equipment storage.  On the other hand, space to park 
school minibuses and parents’ cars will be required. 

 
5 The school has had discussions with the Royal High Corstorphine Cricket Club 

(RHCC) and is keen to work with the local community and the Cramond 
Primary School.  Some of its better cricketers already move on to the Club’s 
youth section.  One particular way in which it might be able to support the 
club is to provide living accommodation for a visiting professional who could 
play for the club and coach at the school and possibly do some grounds 
maintenance work at the Campus. 

 
6 The school is unlikely to be able to offer much in the way of revenue funding.  

However, it is keen to play an active role in local sports development as an 
integral part of Cramond’s “sporting offer”. 

 
 
Cramond Football Club 
 
7 The Cramond Football Club currently has around 400 members aged from 5 to 

18, with its members coming mainly from Cramond, Davidson’s Mains and 
Clermiston.  It membership has grown significantly in the past few years but 
is now constrained by the local facilities.  It uses two venues:  the two grass 
pitches in Davidson’s Mains park and the artificial turf pitch (ATP) at the Royal 
High School. 

 
8 The Davidson’s Mains pitches are badly over-used.  The smaller one, with a 50 

x 30 m playing area and therefore suitable only for small-sided games, slopes 
significantly both along and across the pitch and is uneven with poor 
drainage.  It was probably never constructed as a pitch but simply an area of 
parkland that has been marked out for football for many years.  As a result its 
carrying capacity is low. 

 
The smaller pitch at 
Davidson’s Mains 
Park.  The slope 
across the pitch is 
clear; and as a result 
of the slope along it 
the far end of it 
cannot be seen in 
this photograph. 
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The larger pitch.  It 
has a 91.4 x 54.3 m 
playing area, does 
not slope nearly as 
much as the smaller 
one but is also 
uneven and drains 
poorly.  The goal in 
this photograph is a 
temporary one that 
was being used for a 
school holiday 
programme. 
 

 
 
9 In spite of their shortcomings, the club uses these pitches four nights a week 

for training and on Sunday mornings for matches.  However, the larger pitch 
is often waterlogged and unfit for play so the club has to cancel training 
sessions or matches.  With changes to the climate this is happening more and 
more often. 

 
10 There is also a dilapidated changing pavilion which is beyond its “sell-by date” 

and a shipping container the club uses for storing goals and other equipment. 
 

The changing pavilion 
and shipping 
container 
 

 
 
11 The club also uses the 3G pitch at the Royal High School.  It is in good general 

condition and has a 93.2 x 52.5 m playing area plus 4 m safety margins and 
so suitable for adult play.  As it is floodlit, the club is able to use it every 
weekday evening, Saturday afternoons and all day on Sundays year round. 

 
12 The club’s ideal is to have access to another artificial turf pitch on weekday 

evenings and Sunday mornings so that its availability is guaranteed except 
when frozen, complemented by a storage unit (such as a shipping container) 
for goals and other equipment.  However, if this is unaffordable a poor 
“second best” would be access to a large grassed area it could use for training 
and, by using cones, mark out small-sided pitches for matches.  It would not 
require access to changing accommodation and showers – young players 
generally arrive and leave changed – but access to toilets.  Ideally, any 3G 
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ATP should be adult size (106 x 70 m playing area) so that matches for young 
players can be played across the pitch, allowing up to three simultaneous 
matches.  However, even a smaller ATP will benefit the club provided it is 
suitable for small-sided matches.  The small-sided teams play in leagues 
organised by the East of Scotland Soccer Development Association (ESSDA) 
from March to November. 

 
The Royal High 
School floodlit 
artificial turf pitch 
 

 
 
13 Sport England guidance suggests that the cost of a 106 x 70 m 3G pitch, the 

recommended size for community use, varied from £905,000 plus VAT (with a 
40 mm pile) to £1,025,000 Plus VAT (for 65 mm pile) at Q2 2020 prices.  
These figures include a 6% allowance for statutory consents and professional 
fees.  Today these costs are likely to be around 3% higher – say around 
£930,000–1,060,000. 

 
14 The club has limited financial resources and could not afford to pay more than 

would be charged by Edinburgh Leisure for similar facilities. 
 
15 Appendix A is an e-mail from the Club’s secretary confirming its desire for a 

full size 3G pitch. 
 
 
Cramond Primary School 
 
16 The school currently has a roll of 450 in 15 classes plus a nursery with around 

40 children.  However, it is likely to increase in size over the next few years 
as the housing being built along the Maybury Road is occupied.  While the 
developers will be providing a new primary school as part of the development, 
quite a number of the new houses will be occupied before it becomes available 
and at least some of the children living in them will attend Cramond Primary.  
The school currently expects this to amount to the equivalent of an additional 
two classes, which will increase the demand for after-school sport through the 
Active Schools Programme (see below) 

 
16 The City Council recently invested in a dining and gym hall for the school and 

is unlikely to provide a larger new school for some time, especially as the 
school has very little spare land making it impossible to build any new school 
while retaining the existing one.  It is more likely to provide one or more 
temporary classrooms - which will reduce the use that can be made of the 
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school’s current outdoor area and increase the demand for access to off-site 
sports facilities within walking distance. 

 
17 The school has an area of sloping, rough grass about 75 x 30 m which tends 

to flood in winter but no worthwhile on-site outdoor sports facilities other than 
a tarmac netball court.  In spite of this is has an annual sports day (held at 
Cargilfield school, out of Cargilfield’s term time) and runs after-school football, 
netball, hockey, rugby and athletics clubs from 1530-1700 on Monday to 
Thursday afternoons and from 1230 on Fridays.  It also fields a number of 
pitch sport teams who play against other local schools: 

 
 Football: 2 teams from each of the P3, P4, P5, P6 and P7 year groups 
 Netball: 1 team from each of the P5, P6 and P7 year groups 
 Hockey: 1 team from each of the P6 and P7 year groups 
 Rugby: 1 team, run with the help of the Royal High Rugby Club 

 
18 The school has to hire off-site facilities for most of these teams, with the costs 

generally met by parents who also transport their children to training and 
matches as the school does not have a minibus.  For example, the football 
teams train at the commercial 7-a-side pitches World of Football in Marine 
Drive, some three miles from the school and play “home” matches at Wardie 
Recreation Ground off Granton Road some 5 miles from the school – a site 
with a significant dog fouling problem. 

 
Wardie Recreation 
Ground – a 
windswept, 
featureless “green 
desert” 
 

 
 
19 Ideally, the school would like to have access, within walking distance, to: 
 

 A 2G artificial turf pitch for small-sided hockey 
 A full size 3G artificial turf pitch for football 
 An athletics track, probably 200 m long, which could be simply lined on a 

grass area 
 Toilets, although with access to artificial turf pitches the school would have 

no need for changing  
 
20 The school also does quite a lot of outdoor environmental education using 

local greenspaces such as the River Almond Walkway.  If the Campus included 
places for wildlife, such as a local nature reserve it would probably use it for 
this as well. 
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21 The school has no specific budget for facility hire and as a result parents 
would have to fund any hire charges.  For example, they currently pay £2-3 
per child per session at World of Football. 

 
 
Scottish Hockey’s View 
 
22 Scottish Hockey East District say that Edinburgh hockey clubs are generally 

able to book the 2G pitches they need, but there is likely to be some limited 
unmet demand in the city.  However, Cramond is probably too far from clubs’ 
current “homes” to be popular.  This said, there could be merit in providing a 
half size pitch and forming a Cramond Youth Hockey Club as a “follow-on” to 
the Primary School’s introduction to the game.  A half size pitch has a playing 
area of around 46x-5 m plus 2-3 m runoffs.  Full size pitches are 91.4 x 55/0 
m plus 2-3 m run-offs and require a surround ball-stop fence at least 1.2 m 
high, although 3 m is safer and more common and 5m is required behind the 
goals. 

 
23 Any pitch in Cramond should be accompanied by two dug-outs (shelters), 

toilets and space for parents to watch in safety.  A grassy bank is usually 
adequate.  There is a good half size pitch in Gullane which is home to the 
Gullane Hockey Club and the largest junior club in East Lothian.  It runs an 
active youth hockey development programme for boys and girls aged 5 to 14 
and therefore provides a good example of what is possible. 

 
24 As most junior hockey players, and those adults taking part in training 

sessions, generally arrive at venues ready changed, there should be no 
particular need for changing facilities and showers, only toilets. 

 
 
Local Hockey Club Demand 
 
25 I e-mailed the Edinburgh-based hockey club in mid-August to see if they 

might be interested in using a full size 2G artificial Turf Pitch in Cramond.  The 
clubs were: 

 
 Grange Hockey Club 
 Heriots FP Ladies Hockey Club 
 Boroughmuir Ladies Hockey Club 
 Edinburgh Hockey Club 
 Edinburgh Civil Service Ladies Hockey Club 
 Inverleith Hockey Club 
 Erskine Stewart Melville Hockey Club 
 Watsonians Hockey Club 

 
26 Inverleith is the only club that has responded.  Its president said: 
 

“We would not book a facility with no on-site changing.  If it did have 
on-site changing I think it would only be an occasional let due to its 
location.  Our primary site is the Edinburgh Academy pitches (there are 
two side-by-side) on East Fettes Ave, we also use Mary Erskine pitches 
(2 again) and Peffermill playing fields. 

 
27 This suggests that there will be very little demand for a pitch in Cramond from 

local hockey clubs.  
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Royal High Corstorphine Cricket Club 
 
28 This is one of a number of community clubs based at the Royal High School.  

Its main venue is the grass playing field at the school where there is an 8-
strip wicket (one strip being artificial).  It currently fields four adult teams 
(three male and one female) so needs more than one pitch.  As a result it also 
uses Council pitches at Gyle Park off Glasgow Road.  Occasionally it also uses 
a pitch at Edinburgh Academy or Cargilfield School. 

 
The RHS cricket pitch 
with two rugby 
pitches in the 
distance 
 

 
  
The 8-strip square 
has an artificial 
wicket on one of the 
outside strips, 
making it possible for 
the club to arrange 
net practice on the 
square, although it 
also has separate 
nets. 

 
 
29 Most of the men’s teams play matches on Saturdays and the women’s team 

on Sundays.  It also provides coaching in soft ball cricket for 5-11 year old 
boys and girls (the “All Stars” for ages 5-8 and the “Dynamos” for ages 8-12) 
and hard ball cricket for 12-16 year olds.  Soft ball training is on Sunday 
mornings and hard ball on Thursday evenings, both at the school.  The club 
does not run any junior teams but encourages juniors to play for a 
“development team” on Sundays, the “Sunday Lions”.  However, it 
encourages talented boys to move on to play in its 3rd XI on Saturdays and 
girls to play for its women’s team. 
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30 Ideally, the club would like to be able to use a ground at the Campus rather 
than Gyle Park and the other grounds it uses from time to time.  Initially the 
Campus is likely to be a secondary venue, with the Club’s main ground 
remaining at the School, but ideally the Campus pitch would progressively 
become its primary ground.  This would inevitably take at least a couple of 
years as it takes this long for newly laid cricket pitches to be playable safely.  
In order to meet current East of Scotland Cricket Association Premier League 
rules, such a ground will require: 

 
 Playing facilities 
 

 A square with eight wicket strips 
 2-3 practice nets, of which at least one should have an artificial surface 

 
Pavilion facilities 

 
 Home, away and match officials’ changing rooms, each with integral toilets 

and showers 
 A social area for match teas, complete with kitchen 
 Toilets for spectators and social visitors 
 A scorebox 
 Ideally, a bar 

 
Storage facilities 
 
 Storage for a tractor and mowers (gang mower for the outfield and 

cylinder for the pitch), light and heavy rollers, scarifiers, aerators, fertiliser 
distributors, pesticide applicator, setting out equipment, hand tools, 
ground maintenance supplies (fertiliser, grass seed etc) and coaching 
equipment. 

 
31 At its current main ground, the Club’s storage facilities are equivalent to 

between three and four shipping containers.  
 
32 Sport England cost guidance at Q2 2020 prices suggests that the capital cost 

of a cricket ground with an 8-strip wicket is around £300,000 and a two-team 
changing pavilion with separate changing for match officials around the same. 

 
33 The Club believes that it could afford to maintain such a ground itself, 

provided it did not have to pay significant ground rent and could generate 
some income from allowing Cricket Scotland to stage occasional matches.  
The Club currently provides coaching for Cargilfield pupils and it would be 
possible for both club and school to use the ground.  

 
34 The Club’s long term ambition is to grow its membership and the number of 

teams it fields. 
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The Active Schools Programme 
 
35 Active Schools is a sportscotland funded programme which provides sports 

co-ordinators for clusters of primary and secondary schools across Scotland.  
They work with teachers, parents, local club coaches, volunteers and senior 
secondary school pupils to put on a wide range of different sports activities 
including extra-curricular sports after school each day and to an extent at the 
weekend.  In addition, Oscars – an Edinburgh-based childcare agency – 
arranges schools of sport across the city in school holidays. 

 
36 Through the scheme, RHS pupils can take part in badminton, basketball, 

badminton, dance, fencing, hockey, netball, rugby, table tennis, water polo 
and multi-sports clubs for annual charges ranging form nothing to £27.  Other 
sports available to pupils of primary schools in the Royal High cluster are 
cricket, martial arts and street dance. 

 
37 The various programmes are extremely popular but constrained by the 

availability of suitable facilities – for example, there are no 2G pitches for 
hockey or decent netball courts in the cluster area.  The greatest needs are 
for access to 2G and 3G pitches for hockey and football/rugby respectively.  
The Royal High cluster co-ordinator believes the Cramond Campus would be 
an excellent and accessible location for such facilities and that there is more 
than enough pent-up demand to ensure they would be well used after school, 
at the weekend and in the school holidays. 

 
38 While Active Sports participants would not need access to changing facilities 

at artificial pitches they would need on-site toilets and storage facilities.  In 
addition, because parents tend to attend many sessions or to collect their 
children from them, it will be desirable to have some social or other indoor 
facilities they could use while their children and taking part in the sports 
programmes. 

 
 
Summary – So Far 
 
39 In summary, there is a local need for the following minimum pitch sport and 

related facilities at the Campus:  
 

 A half size floodlit 2G artificial turf pitch for hockey 
 A full size adult floodlit 3G artificial turf pitch for football 
 A cricket ground (square plus outfield) with 6-8 wicket strips, one of which 

should have an artificial surface in order to maximise carrying capacity 
while minimising maintenance costs 

 Storage facilities 
 Ground maintenance store 
 Cricket pavilion, with home and away and match officials’ changing with 

showers and toilets plus toilets for visits and catering accommodation  
 Parking 

 
Note: because artificial pitches can be used for “back to back” bookings, 
ideally one pitch should have four team changing rooms so that two teams 
can be changing while another two are on the pitch.  However, at a pinch – 
and ideally as a temporary measure – it is possible to have only two team 
changing rooms per pitch if players can put their street clothes in lockers 
while playing.  Match officials from more than one pitch can share a single 
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changing room if they are of the same sex but as this cannot be guaranteed 
there is a need for two rooms for officials. 

 
40 It should be possible to enhance this basic mix of facilities, possibly over a 

number of years, to develop a viable community sports club – one of the key 
recommendations of the Sports Facilities Strategy I helped produce for the 
City Council.  There are two good examples of such clubs in the city. 

 
41 The first is the Inch Park Community Sports Club, between Gilmerton Road 

and Old Dalkeith Road.  It is home to the Lismore Rugby Club, Edinburgh 
South Football Club and Edinburgh South Cricket Club and serves a far from 
prosperous community.  It has two rugby pitches, a football pitch and a 
cricket pitch plus a clubhouse with changing rooms on the ground floor and 
social accommodation above.  It took over the park from the City Council on 
an initial 80-year lease in 2009 and funded its clubhouse by means of grants 
from a number of sources. 

 
The pitches in Inch 
Park – a far more 
attractive sporting 
environment than the 
Wardie Recreation 
Ground above.  
However, the 
carrying capacity of 
the grass pitches is 
obviously limited. 
 

 
  
The Inch Park 
Clubhouse – a very 
“defensive” and 
forbidding building. 
 

 
 
42 The second is the Spartans Community Football Academy, behind the 

Ainslie Park Leisure Centre in Pilton.  It is a charitable social enterprise 
serving an area with considerable social deprivation and started with one 3G 
football pitch, a 3G 7-a-side pitch, a grass pitch and clubhouse.  It was part 



Local Needs  11 

funded by the sale of City Park, the former Spartans Football Club ground a 
short distance away which was bought by Miller Homes.  Within five years, 
however, local demand had increased to such an extent that it replaced the 
grass pitch with a second 3G one.  The Academy regards this as the best 
thing it has ever done.  It operates every evening and all day on Saturdays 
and Sundays, year round.   

 
One of the 3G pitches 
at Spartans CFA, with 
Ainslie Park Leisure 
Centre in the 
background 

 
  
The Spartans CFA 
clubhouse 

 
 
43 Key to the development of both of these clubs was the fact that they were 

able to obtain their sites at very low cost and significant capital grants.  Both 
are financially sustainable, thanks in part to active fund raising programmes. 

 
 
A Local Park? 
 
44 The City Council’s Open Space Strategy proposes that all homes in the city 

should lie within 400 m walking distance of a good quality local greenspace of 
at least 500 sq m (this is tiny; for comparison purposes, a tennis court, 
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including surrounds, has an area of 657 sq m) and 800 m walking distance of 
a good quality large greenspace of at least 2 hectares, which should be of 
“good” quality.  The Strategy identifies that almost the whole of Cramond and 
much of Barnton fail to meet these standards.  It also notes that greenspaces 
should offer opportunities to local people:  

 
“… to enjoy their free-time.  It’s the place to play sports and informal 
games, walk the dog or go for a run; come together for local events; 
watch wildlife and scenery through the seasons; and experience 
natural open space” 

 
45 The only possible location for a park in Cramond meeting the “large 

greenspace” standard is the Campus. 
 
46 The Council’s Head of Parks endorses the need for a public park in Cramond 

and Appendix B is a copy of an e-mail from him which confirms this. 
 
 
Cramond Vision 2030 
 
47 A few years ago two other local residents and I, all of us involved 

professionally in planning, mounted an exhibition we entitled Cramond Vision 
2030 in the Kirk Hall.  It highlighted the fact that Cramond is in many ways an 
attractive area in which to live, but parts of it are of degraded environmental 
quality.  We asked visitors to the exhibition to complete a questionnaire to 
establish the community’s response to it and local residents’ suggestions for 
the future.  One question asked respondents whether they thought there is 
enough publicly accessible greenspace.  30% thought there is, 38% had no 
strong views and 32% thought there is a need for more.  Of those who 
wanted more, their top priorities (in descending order of importance) were: 

 
 Better facilities for teenagers 
 A local park 
 More/better space for children to play 
 Informal recreation space 
 Sports pitches 
 More wildlife areas 

 
Imagine Cramond 
 
48 Cramond Kirk recently undertook an ”Imagine Cramond” survey in which it 

invited local people to suggest ways in which they would like Cramond to be 
enhanced.  Most of the responses were from Cramond Primary pupils and the 
most common suggestions included: 

 
 More litter bins 
 More trees and wildflower areas 
 An area for community events (eg a local gala day, fireworks display or 

annual sports day) 
 A local park with football pitch, Astroturf pitch and bowling green 
 Better facilities for children’s play 
 A quiet contemplation area 

 
49 A local park could obviously contribute to meeting all of the latter “wants”. 
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50 it is obviously possible to have some sports facilities, and even artificial 
pitches, in a local park if large enough.  Indeed, a local cricket pitch can be a 
desirable element in one.  For example, parts of the Meadows, Inverleith Park 
and Gyle Park are used for cricket in summer. 

 
 
Public Meetings 
 
51 Over the past twenty or so years, there have been at least six public meetings 

at which local residents have had a chance to express their views on the 
development of Cramond Campus.  They include: 

 
 A meeting called by the City Council to inform the local community of the 

contents of the planning brief.  The Council’s then Head of Planning 
presented the draft brief and answered questions from the local residents. 

 A meeting called by AMA/Bryant Homes to present their first set of 
proposals for the Campus, involving building on the former playing fields 
and then, when the housing was complete, demolishing the former College 
buildings and laying out new playing fields on the cleared site.  The local 
community gave this proposal short shrift. 

 A meeting called by then Councillor Kate Mackenzie to get local residents’ 
views as to what they wanted on the former playing fields area.  A 
representative of sportscotland also made a short presentation and 
answered questions. 

 A meeting called by AMA to present their proposals for their 
cricket/tennis/football proposal.  It was accompanied by an exhibition of 
their proposals in the Kirk Hall and an invitation to comment  

 A meeting called by the Friends of Cramond Campus which confirmed 
public support for a “park and pitches” development 

 A meeting called by the Cramond Association to ask local residents what 
they wanted on the site of the former playing fields 

 
52 Local residents expressed a wide range of views at these meetings with 

suggestions ranging from a swimming pool (on the basis that the former 
college had a pool in which many local children had learnt to swim) to the 
retention and upgrading of the then pitches, a country park and a local nature 
reserve.  CBCC’s current approach to the development of the former playing 
fields area, as set out in its papers 1-6, reflects closely the views of the local 
community within the constraints imposed by national and local planning 
policy, the Council’s planning brief for the site and AMA’s existing planning 
permission and current planning application. 

 
 
 
Kit Campbell MRTPI (retired) 
Cramond and Barnton Community Council 
 
August 2021 
 
 
Appendices 
 
A E-mail correspondence with Cramond Football Club 
B E-mail correspondence with the Council’s Head of Parks  
 





From: David Jamieson David.Jamieson@edinburgh.gov.uk
Subject: RE: Cramond Campus

Date: 31 May 2021 at 09:32
To: Kit Campbell kit.campbell@virginmedia.com
Cc: John Loudon jaloudon@gmail.com

Hello Kit, I am pleased that you are enjoying retirement .... I am sure that my time will come.

A more informal green space incorporating natural and semi-natural features will inevitably be
less expensive to establish and maintain than sports pitches, and will certainly cost less than
the available budget. It would also be much more likely to receive support from government
and funders if biodiversity and climate change mitigation were central tenets of the design.

Very happy to discuss ideas with you, and very happy to support community ownership and
management.

Perhaps the best starting point would be to appoint a landscape architect to design and cost a
park? Do you have funds to enable this? Probably looking at around £15k-£20k, which should
also cover local consultation exercises.

dj

-----Original Message-----
From: Kit Campbell <kit.campbell@virginmedia.com>
Sent: 27 May 2021 18:00
To: David Jamieson <David.Jamieson@edinburgh.gov.uk>
Cc: John Loudon <jaloudon@gmail.com>
Subject: Cramond Campus

Greetings!  I hope you remember me from my greenspace planning days. We had a chat at one
point about using section 75 planning agreements to fund greenspaces.  I am now retired (it’s
wonderful!) and a member of the Cramond and Barnton Community Council.

Some time ago you liaised with Mike Ramsay, chair of the Friends of Cramond Campus,
regarding the possible provision of a park on the former playing fields of the old Dunfermline
College in Cramond.  It’s a long story which I won’t bore you with, but the developers have
been trying to use a large part of the site for commercial development, contrary to the Planning
Brief prepared by the Council, plus some ludicrously expensive pitches and other sports
facilities.  They claim that to operate a 3-4 grass pitches and pavilion will cost nearly £600,000
per year and totally unsurprisingly have not been able to find any local clubs willing to take on
a lease at this cost.  They have repeatedly ignored planning conditions and have managed to
build 100% of the proposed houses while making the former playing fields area derelict by
tipping some 25-30,000 cu m of spoil on them.  They recently applied to the Council to be
allowed another five years to develop this part of the site, with no indication of how or
guarantee that they will do anything in this period.  Naturally the local community is up in
arms and we made a very successful presentation to the Development Management
Committee on 12 May asking for a new approach.  The committee was very much on the side
of the local community and has asked us to try to reach agreement with the developers on the
way forward.  This process is being led by the chair of the Community Council, John Loudon,
and myself.

As part of this process I have been investigating the potential demand for pitches on the site
and it isn’t looking good - not least because the number of artificial turf pitches that have been
provided across the city in the last decade has greatly reduced the demand for grass pitches. 
So we’d like to resurrect the idea of a new park.  Mike tells me that he spoke with you about
one with a mix of amenity greenspace (tick!) that can be used by Cramond Primary School and

mailto:JamiesonDavid.Jamieson@edinburgh.gov.uk
mailto:JamiesonDavid.Jamieson@edinburgh.gov.uk
mailto:Campbellkit.campbell@virginmedia.com
mailto:Campbellkit.campbell@virginmedia.com
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mailto:Loudonjaloudon@gmail.com


one with a mix of amenity greenspace (tick!) that can be used by Cramond Primary School and
local children for informal sports (tick!), a natural play area (tick!), woodland (tick!), paths
(tick!), wildflower meadow (tick!), and possibly a pond (tick!) and local nature reserve (tick!)

The developers have claimed in the past that the houses they have built will fund the
development of pitches and a pavilion (total capital cost something north of £1M) so there
should be some capital available.  The Council has consistently said it is not willing to adopt
and maintain the site and obviously we fully understand and respect this, given the financial
problems it is facing.  But it  may be possible for the local community to get some grants if we
form a community body to buy and develop the land - assuming the Scottish Government
agrees it is derelict and abandoned.   But for now we’d very much like to get some advice from
the Council and ideally some moral backing.

The developers have claimed to have created a management company with £1M to be used to
subsidise the operating/maintenance costs of any pitches and pavilion on the site.  Its latest
accounts show net assets (in cash) of a little over £2M.

if possible I’d like to have a chat with you (or another appropriate parks official) about such a
development and in particular what it might cost to create and then maintain.  Your original
open apace strategy from 2010 gives the maintenance costs for Harrison Park as approximately
£35,000 so even £1M invested should generate enough income to maintain a new park in
Cramond and there is obviously potential to create “Friends” group to do some of the
maintenance.  There is already a very active local “Woodland Group” looking after the Kirk
Cramond woodland.   So it should be worth at least investigating the development of a new
park and we hope you will be able to give us some initial advice. Ideally we could meet on
site so you can see the current state of the site - unless you are already familiar with it.

So please will you email or call me?

Many thanks!

Kit Campbell

0797-331 2781
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